THE SOUTALIST PARTY of GREAT  BRITATN 
Report of the Procesdings of the 70%h Amal Conference 
hold ats 


Conway Mall, Red Iion Savare, WC; 1, on Friday; Saturday ani Sumay, 
14th, 1th and 14th April, 1974 


attondance at cnpforences 


sri.d3y 13 Branches represented by 32 delegates, 
Not represonted, Birmingham and Mamwhester, 


Saturday 13 Branches represeated by 2th delegates, 
Not represented, Birmingham ani Mamhes tr, 


Sunde 14 Bramhes represented by 30 delegates 
Not represented, Manchester, 


Financial Statement; 


Ingomie 
Expendi ture 
Collections £ Y3-82 - 
literature sold 23~69 Hall hire £1427~59 
Book Department 50—=ZO (tncl £5 caretaker) 
£147=81 
Canteen receipts £59~18 
toon expenses = _ £3) 68 
£27 --50 
“a eer 


meuuc 


fnond, 


~~ 


Westin: 


Pari ncey 


R, 2idbere vee elected Chairman, 


m8. : 


"That tho Propegamia,rublicity ani C,L,.Sales 
be carbined in one coninittee insteal of functioning as separate 


Comitter3.s™, 


+s | 


Delete the words ‘ami the Central Organiser’, 


ia ys Ny further considering this Rezalution the Branch do 


d wmpi ng anes Gomaittees togatier would mt be a eood ting, 
Levote’ 2a mich time as possitle on the sub-Cormittees but about 95, of my tire 


Amendment Carri«* 16 - 8, 


As 0,0, I 


has beeu taken up by the Prepagands Ottes, as they vera below strenrtn, 
* tL. Sales Cttoe. is an important ons, doing vital work but they never & sat and 
hove never organised themselves as a ‘Coumittee for a mmber of years, 
ich we hope will function more efficiently. 

tra Ament: 


ent ani the anended rescluvion, 


Resolution & Amendmont 


Comrade ©, Rlioneley wea selected Vice- 


lai rmur, am it ms arreed thay the Standing Orders Gommittee act as Tellers, 


Ctteo, and the 6,0, 


“ded that 
nave 


The 


.@ now have 


LOS? 20-14 


"That the Party's name bs changed to ' orld Socialist Party - Great 
b=tain’ and all Companion Parties be urzed to meke similar amendments” 


2e hyphen betwesn ' ‘orld Socialist Tarty’ ami "Croat Britain’ 


and enclose the words "Great Britain’ in brackets", 


>¢>a_hee_ hynhen and veplace rith the wom loft, 


A OM NE ll OE 


YacweiL: Medoridge); We should make it clear that we are a world-wide 


anew Committes wi 

Thy % iarts . Supported % +5 
Podbridge: 
Anerd, 
Farineey "Del cte 
Amend, 

_wansen SD: 
organisation, 


People acsume that to belorg to a Socialist Party does not 


necessarily mean it is a world-wide organisation - they assume the word ‘Socialism’ 


means social reforms or the s@bour Party, 
with or without the hwhen, 


Swe mea Amendment . 
resolution but without the hyphen, 
has to put its case over in Gmet Britein - we can only hope that in time the words 


fseat Britain will drop, 


Tie Branch is prepared to support the 


Swansea (Moss) supported the 


Thao Paxty is not werid-wide at the moment, 


It 


S,i,london thought it would make it ewkwerd for 


speakers to explain the change of name from the platform, TFEaling opposed to toth 


Aneniment aml Reeclution am rather disparaged this kind of resdiution which eames 
People seem to think that to change the nane will make a 


up year after year, 


tremendous difference ~ does a hyphen or no hyphen really matter? 


both, 


ment should all be under one umbrella, 


Mays 


opposed to 


The implication behind the resolution sens to be that the socialist move~ 


ehaage their name? 


Parties have not even the 


But do the Companion Parties wish to 


We axe not a world-wide organisation, some of our Gompanion 


strength of our Central Bramwch, ani to chango the name 


of the S,?,G,B, at this juncture would create confusion, What is to stop one of 


the national parties who often claim to be socialist, adopt the nam, 5,P,G,B? 
A change of name might be all right in ten years time vhen we tight be a larg 
Party ami can make an international effect on the political seems, 
regretted that the delegates who put this forward were not here to defend their 


case, 


join the socialist movement?, 


You have only to look at the W,S,P.U,S, 


It 


is a lazy man's point of view, 


a B 


- Ave people there queuing up to 
Workers in each 


country have t fight their own capitalist class, as Marx pointed out, am 
cepitalism is at present crganised on a national basis, 
We do uot expect people to suddenly flock to 


us tut the point is, which name makes ovr Object glearer ~ wo do stam for a world- 
wide system of society, 


Swansea Amend, Lost 8 = 26, 


Jomrads 
EC. 


Vallance, EA 


0 


B 


in suppodrt, 


Haringey Amend, Iost 9 = 26, Redbridge Resalutian: 


lost ii = 24. 


enquired why so few sub-Committees have made reports to the 


The oe ae replied that the reason is simple, 
efficient ~ Others you have to chase, 


Some Committees are 
I have tried to do this mainly verbally by 


talking to individuals and there am om or two late reports only dealt with by 


the B.C, last Tuesday, 


Some Comuttees have little to report, 1,e, Oantoen Ottes, 


and the Praaises Ottee, should have reported because they have been now sotive 5 
They have had a lot to do, 


: ea 


. - hor 
a 


Le 


ip 
4 
* 


Mey us Ga 08_ As Oeré rac Orzaniser Ll Lave not repoTic A» em tibis is ps om the firs+ 

yoer {hare m% mgeubell, am in the past nobody has worried. ‘hen I pave fCpories 

ucbody hus worried either, i have submitted reports, made suger: stions ote. but thoy 
ve been met by a deathly hush. I do mt wm ink members read r: porte 

Paxlicnentary Cttee,. should have reported, 5,W, lonien wanted to contest a 

Maniscipal Mection in Mev this year but the Gen,Sec's rsequcet for a . } owt on the 

matter lay ensponsl 4n <neir pigeon=hole for weeks aml we wre then unprepared, 


If we ere going to takes part in Etectoral activity the Parliama@mtary Cttes, shovli 
et down to the job of circulating Branches, find out whew members live aad the 
est Constituencies to mntest, Gamden (Lawrence): It is the EC's respons i- 
MLlity co collect inforsation from its sub-Committees anil report in a gunoral my 
The E,.©C, should prepare & general report on the Party's activities for the year’, 
This view was supported by Svamea, 

Gon.Seo,. Is would appear that the Comalttees vhu do the most work ave the 
Tew committees who maks a report, But remember, there is no way that I or any ot 
i.C, member can get informaticu that is wanted if we dont get a report from the 
sub-Vcmmmlt tee. Ballard, Haringey, drew attention to their resolution to the 
Sel, Of 4th December which reminded the ZC, of its responsibility to report t> 
Jonfez s1¢o the relevant facts and the activities ot the sub-Commttees. 

Gon,Sec, gave 4 summary of the various Committees ami gave reascns why ‘ems . 


them did not report - some have really nothing to reper ani otuers are too busy 
.o fint the time, 


Paringey: "Thet a committee be sot up to investigate the geographical 
distribution of Central Bramh members with a view to solving the 
proble. of servicing them, perhaps by breaking down C,B, into smaller 

___Fegional Branches", 


Pallard (Haringey); We are rot complaining of the work done by the O.B, Sec, tui 
we think 1% would be a good idea to fim out to what extent members of C,B, ars 
concentrated in particular areas ani to look st the possibility of reorgarising it - 
to try and put members in different areas distributed over the country, in touch 
with one another, We think a couple of members could give the information quite 
shortly. May, supporting - and also wishing no criticism of the present C,5,oc. 
said he is to be congratulated on the way he deals with this Branch, which is one 
Quarter of our membership. It provides half of the total dues paid into the Party. 
C.B, members are looked after very well infeed, even pampered by the Party, They 
get individual E,C, Reports and individual copies of all circulars ani statensnts 
issued by the Party. If this resolution is passed we shall move a floor rezo— 
lution to the effect that the C,.B, Sec, shall be a member of this Cttee, v 
task will be to suggest ways ami mans of involving C,B, members ir 
of the Party. Lawrence (CeB,Sec):; I mist say from the ou 
that I oamot carry on this job for many more WINE ok 
v.B,. members, I think the idea of regional groups : 
Branch — they live fairly closely together but r pre 
Remember that it costs £5 in postage na sr — 
count paper, envelopes ami postage, it is ) 
time the manbers receive reports etc, ami i 

Teigleith, Edinburgh; opposed to 
members in 0,B, ani think other Bramhes ety 
Weed; epposed, Regional areas will not salve 
vogether, They are well served at the ‘moment, a 
with others it is up to them, 

Gan,Seo, There is a rule which requires ar 

Brarmh oan only be posted to 0,B, in exceptions 

Camde pn; I was a member of C.B, untt) e 
but I live a long way away, ‘The real trouble fz 
you cant attend regularly you tend to lose + o! 
to remain in Central Bramh, It is up to Bra; 
in close touch, Now, myself, I have inéae [nf 
this is the disadvantage of encour | 
attem regularly, It is also oftennz 
for members outside of Lonion to keep: in t 
contact them, 


Se 


“ending Orders Committes here bequested urgmy for a ruling regarding the 
voting strength of S,W, London Branch, At December 1973 theywoere entitled only ~ 
to delegates. but simrvly cfter this date the Bramh strength was inereased to 31, 
making their voting strength three delegates, 

The Chairman recommended that S,W,London have their three delegates for voting 


purpo 868, 


Fikes, Wood & VYou.ts, “suet “us Wntee uci.cgetce 06 muiowen © et for ©, W, 
London Dransn* Carried 22 = ol 


Jomrade Ballard, Harlnvoy, also asked for urgeney, stating that members of a 
Group ere trying vo Gistr bute leaflets outside the Hall am Party members are 
trying to prevent “hen, > cid m% expout this sort of behavicus from members of 
the 3,P.G,B, 

(This leaflet, eventually distributed in the canteen and elsewhere, was called 
"Revolutionary Socialists - Viasat does this Mean Tolay"? - signed by six Party 
members ), 


Flor, Res, 

Woestminst er; "Tnis Corfereme recarsonds that the C,B,Secrteyary shall be a 
meander of the Committes whose main task will be to suggest ways ami 
means of involving 0,B, members in the activities of the Party", 

Carried 21 - nil 


0,5, Secretary stated that he wehed it to be placed on record that he will n7v% 
be able to serve on this Committee, 


-- 


The Cheimman then read greetings from the S,P, of New Zealam ani W,S.P.U,5, 

and best wishes for a successful Conference, s 
Comrade >, Starc, from Rome, was present aml was invited to the platform, He said 
that 12 year ago he was a member of the S,P,G,B, am was still no less a 
socialist, He nad left this country for Italy for many reasons, He said he was 
very moved and encouraged to see so many socialists trying to solve their 
problems am wished it was the sam in Italy, There on of the main problems is 
that there are too many ‘socialists' ~ the Italian Socialist Party, the Socialist 
Bemocratic Party, not to mention the Commnist Party vho also elaim to be 
socialist, The great problem is not only the different ‘Socialist’ Parties but 
within the Parties themselves there are differing groups - quite chaotic, Im 
Britain people are mmch more politically mature, Italy is less democratic, almost 
dictaterial, If you are in a minority and therefore harmless, that is all right, 
But as soon as you become important the Govermment or other Politieal Parties will 
try to stop you, In Rome we are trying to form a small group, There are two other 
socialists in Milan ~ two newspaper reperters (too important to be able to Bolare 
themselves), I would appreciate it if mambers here who may have an opportunity te 
get in touch with Italian tourists, would give them my address, or perhaps give 
their names am addresses te Comrade Goodman, 


Haringey “That a World Socialist Assn, be formed in crder that socialists who 
have been members of Companion Parties am are obligdd to leave, due to taking 
up residence abroad and socialists living in countries where there is no 
Companion Party, Bus ruc lave patced-an entrance test made by a Companion Party, 
may contribute to the activities of Companion Partios ani more effectively 
co-operate in other ways, That immediate steps be taken 0 ecgener our 
Companion Parties to set up this Association", — 


7:6 


lee (Haringey) eepicd menbers go abroad they should not be allowed 8@ disappear 
into limbo, W,Ioepion; We already have an Overseas Contacts Sec, ani an 


International Sec, Nea should not involve ourselves in an aiditional Association, 
Swansea, opposing - the idea is pretenticvs aml follows the ame line of 

thinking as the desire to changs the name of the Party to the World Socialist Pty. 
At the moment the idea is unrealistic, Barltrop; Presumatly members go abroad 
for various reasons, perhaps a bettor job, am they have toweigh up their losses 
or gains, It is presumptious to suggest that we should still have tho benefit of 
these members’ contribution, It should be remembored that in the pest. all kinds 
of problems have arisen with regard to Commanion Partiss themselves. * .* =  « 


vl 


‘. N | Fz j 7: Pf 


If toic van hapven thirk of the problems which could arise with individual menbjeue 
over whom the Party must have some control, In this courtry if a member Joined tig 
Communiss Party we would know what that Party stcod for, but if im Spain, say, ls 
joined an Organisation with a Spanish name who knows what that Organisation stands 
for?, Mid,Herts, in favour - We have as mich ecntrol over a member wherever he 
is, Timbuctco or London, There is only one criterion for membership - acceptance 
of the Objcet and D. of P, If the member differs in any way from these vrinciples 
he canbe asked to explain his actions, perhaps through your Cverseas Contacts 
Secretary, It would help members to carry out propaganda 

May, Wino would mn this Organisation? Will it be run by the E.C? As an E,C, 
you would haves no cuntrol over members of a World Association - it might have its 
cwn H.C, You would be taking on something which would cater fbr about 5 or 6 
members, Try and build up the Companion Parties, at the momont this idea is @ 


waste of time, Grant, in favour - we snould not allow valuable members of the 
Socialist movement to be lost, 


Rssoiution LOST 17 = 21 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT: The treasurer pointed out a typing error in the Finarcia- 
Statement - in the Lit.A/c, "S.S" sales for 1972 should have been shown as £583, 
not £3,837, She also stated that we should remember that we are over-spending our 
money and relying on receiving legacies, AUDITOR; Our income from sales of tie 
"S.S" is going down ir spite of its increased price, We need to increase our sai72 
IS2_.Gan, Sec, poin nied cut that there is no breakiown at the moment as betwecn 
sales ef the "S.S” ani sales of pamphlets etc, and the less on sales of the "S,5” 
is nct really ss large as it appears, Barltro S.S.P.C)s Over the last two 
years the ost cf the "S,S" has remained on the whole stable, Ws have adopted 
cheaper paper, saving about £30 a month, by having a member collect the "S.5", thus 
Saving the eost of ‘elivery, doing away with three columns instead of twa (which 
oost more), and by making more visits to the printers to prevert the cst of 
corrections, We cannot, ar far as we know, make any more economies, Over the 
last few months the ost of paper has gone up ami shortly there will be a furthor 
increase, Added to this the June "S,S" wiil be a Speckal Issue with twice as meny 
pages and twice as many copies, Unless these copies are distributed the deficit 
next year will be even larger, We mst sell more — 7 or 8,000 copies a ronth, 

I think the price should be increased to 10p, Four wore pages could be put in, 
increasing the ost by 25% and the income by 80%, Cox wnisredswhether the 
deficit on the Lit,A/c, was due to unavoidable circumstances or to the fact that 
Branches deo not pay fr te literature they receive, May pointed out ‘that we sell 
a miserable £24 worth of the "V8", about 40 copies 4 month, which must ¢ : 
very bad impression io our Companion Parties, In the eo in fu 
we not say - Lit. sales so mich, Lit, aspenses Ss mch ? ~ =s 


a Ms” 


‘ <i ’ 


Chairman here requested delegates to report on the activitte of th ee 
over the year, in accoOrmance with a Conference muldne a atl 
Camien:  Ovtdoor Meetings regularly held at ‘Tower. iL LL, ve 
induor meetings at Comway Hall and on Sunday evenings = 
’ ‘2 eg" 
Feling: We have tried various activities without much suc) 
Karls Court meetings and hope shortly to take over ° on 
to combine with other Branches’ activities - perhaps ste 


idinburgh; Hel@ moetings on Sundayre am sold S.3" ¢ 
seat ine in Dunfiee mre or less regularly, Tried an ae 
cance because of power restrictions, Had a demonstrabi 
within the NUM, turning up to sell literature, 
— 
w; Hmve held regular inioor md igenl<. 
held ea series of study classes on ‘Political F 
sympathisers and members but iaeked the inte 
1972, We held 100 outdoor meetings, 12 Lit 
4{ncluding a May Day rally md a debate wit a t Lé 
over 90 non-members attended, Eight ay = 
speakers, Lit,sold approx, £98, £94 collec! ed f: 
expenses £4.28, A good year's effort. eel 
Haringey; Have organised two debates and h 
Kings Cross, . 


J jo 


Se 


Lewishan; Have lost some members ani have had to content outselves with putting up 
posters and selling literature at railway stations, 

Mid, Hort s3 9 meet twice a month, one for a lecture and discussion, Have made 
two new members, Our membership is vary scattered and it is diffiquilt to get a 
quorum, %utdoot meetings wth no support from London impossible to maintain, 

Every year there is a “Contact” meeting in VYelwmm Garden City - where ducuments 
of various organisations are displayed aml where you oan talk to people, ‘ee 

found it very successful last year, 


Redbridge: Main activity Branch lectures.v Thanks to Publicity Cttee, have beon 
able to attract visitors to sur metings, Some attend regularly ami one has joizec 
“ll be attempting outdoor meetings in Northwood during the sunmar, 


Sy",london; Have regular Bramh meetings and have made three new members, Have 
provided speakers for evening mectings at Earls Court and fr Hyde Park, Proviced 
candidates for G,I.C, Elections last year, During the General Hlection this yoar 
uistributed leaflets, with two not very successful outdoor meetings. 


SWarnsea; “e are om of the smallest Bramhes in the Party - 10 members, average 
attendance 8, Three live a long way away, two 40 miles away, Gemral activitics 
very difficult, Have done some door to door canvassing, In the Election we 
distributed 4,500 leaflets, There is no possibility of holding outdoor meetings 

in Swansea anywhere ~ too mich traffic, Tried one outdoor meeting, well advertis-d, 


but result, hil, 


Welendon; We hold regular Committee Meetings, ile have a tape recorder which is 
used aS a means of stimulating discussion - taking any subject - fairly successful. 


Jostminster: Made new members ani lost a few ~ membership scattered but a success- 
ful year, Have run meetings in Hyde Park on Sundays and mid-week and were very 
active in the Electien campaign, We have several qualified speakers, Have had >¢ 
1it,sales and made a mmber of contacts with overseas visitors, 


Aberdeen Group; Have only 4 members aml two sympathisers who will probably join, 
Have regular meetings ani have produced several leaflets, Interest is being 
stimulated in the NE, We receive help from Glasgow and Edinburgh, 


Merseyside Group; Have had to change from a Bramh tu a Group. We arm very 
isolated and have had no support from H,0, in spite of requests for assistame, 


Vay. C03 For the first time for many years Braxwhes have got some idea what 
other Branches have been doing, In conjunction with the Special Juns Isaue of the 
"S,S5" we are organising a Exhibition at H,0O, to run from the 15th to the 22nd June, 
Branches will be asked to take charge of the Exhibition, We have been granted a 
sum of £160, We want the Exhibition to appear somewhat professional ami not too 
amateurish, It will mark the 70 years of the "S,5" and of the S,P.G,2, I ask 
members if they have any old photographs of Party activity, to oie 

la , let H,O, have them — they can be blown up, Also posters and 
leaflots, and material that we have publicised at discussions, There will bea 
Committee to go into this, and we want the material urgently, 


&,5, Investigation Committee's Report (ani resolutions re "S,S" on Agena): 


Oompade Vanni drew attention to the statement in the S,S,P,0's Report on the "S,S”" ~ 
that "we are a Sub-Committee of the E,C,......amd have a principal duty to see that 
everything in the "S,S" is in line with accepted Party views", 

Gon, Secretary: Comrade Vaani is referring to an article in the Fetruary "S,5" of 
1974 on *Value’, atout which there is some controversy among Party members, We have 
had letters from Comrade D'Arcy anil also from Haringey and Glasgow on the matter, 
The E,C, is looking into this but they have not made a decision on the question, 

It would be better to let the B,C, thrash the matter out and then, if you wish, 

you can raise further questions, Barltrop, S,S,P,0; We are wnsidering last 
year's work ani this matter does not arise from anything yeu have before you, I 
resulted fran an article in the Feb,"S,S" of this year, The B,C, aui other members 
are going into the matter thoroughly, doing a lot of reading, Without this 


>» 
preparation it would be ludicrous for Conference to discuss it now, At tho moment a 
we are not in a position to dismss it prop ease. 
It was agreed 14 - = to earry on with the Agenda am leave the above item for tis 


“moment. 


Smbrid £93 _ I am concerned with the technical aspect of producing the "S,S" We | 
have nothing to be complacent about, Do w have to rely always on yolugéary 
efforts of members? - ami selling a few copies a month? Young; Year after year / 
we have the same arguments, Various methods of selling the "S,5" have been tried 
with mo effect viatever - our circulation remains dout the sume, One central | 
point is the quality of the material in it, We should see that @wery article is 

polemic and there should be more attack, 

D'Arcy (for the Committes)s This Cammittee was set up by Conference last year 

and we worked on the assumption that the Terms of Referems would follow the lin 

of the Conference resolution, When the Comnittes presented this report to the F.. 

the E,C, would have nothing to do with it ani put it ba ck to Conference, I think 
the E,C, should have gom ‘through it, The Committee wre not committed to making | 
any recommendations at all, All members of the Party who were engaged in the 

production ami sale of the "S,S" were asked to make some kind of statement, ' 

accepted all these reports ari sane of the recommendations have cane from Bramhes,. 
Regarding the organisation for distributing the "S,S", we have come to the ~ 

conclusion that we have the best organisation we can axpect from volunteers, The 

most serious aspect is getting articles, Our average circulation, should we 

carry Cn as we are doing, is dnder 5,000 = in 1937 it was nearer 8,000, We give 

400 free to the Americans, We used to have an arrangement with WH, Smith & Sons 

to display the "S,S" on a sale or return basis but this was not very eatisfactory, 

am it gas displayed badly, and for the mimbers they were prepard to take it was 

not worth the trouble, We approached a firm of commercial distributors but the 

cost was prohibitive, The circulation of the "S,S" mst be unjer the control of 

the Party. It mist not be shoved in a corner and forgotten by people who arm not 

really interested in selling it, We should look at this whole matter as within 

the Party, 
: The "S,S" costs £2,560 a year, Colour stc, does not add anything to mules. 
We consider that if the eontent is improved it would get us a higher circulation 
figure. The view that the "S,S" sales should depeni on calour,cartoons etc, is a 
wrong attitude, It is the duty ef every member to try and sll the "S,s”" whether 

it has colour or not, 

T,D’Arcy; We wondered what is meant by the words “attractive layout" (Edin), 

Our view is that to adopt professional techniques will mean the "S,S" will lose 

some of the words it contains at present, about 13,000, A professional designer is 
not interested in the case .* the Party is putting forward but to produce an 7 
attractive pa@aphliet, Re price, we should be placing emphasis not on on 
price but on imreased sales, If we increased the price we Sheil only be 

more monsy for the same amunt of sales,  W, not peste: 

be useful at times, He quality of articles, this ist inl} 


ki “om re 
Walters, Westzinster; The most important po: 
discussien is that the "S,S" bores people ee ots 
I would say that in relation to any other I< 
point of view, disseminating as it does, 
equalled, If you introduce commersial dist: 
the present deficit and I do mot think you 
people are not interested in the quality of ft] 
making a profit, ami you must have a price # 
important question is that of distritution, a 
Party member could do a lot more, Ori tchfiel¢ 
issue with one of the statements in the Report = 
is the main reason for the drop in sales, 1 ere is 
If there is any reason for variation in sales it 
various factors, the only occasion aie secent y 
increased dramatically in om month was on) ee 3. 
Publication of 'Capital', which combine Lou: 
tson:, Auditor, drew attention to ne the 
sending the "S,S” out every mouth to ; oar | 
about 120 Libraries in England, and in ¢ 
Colleges, I thought it would be a good 
to take the "S,S" for 3 months, t pot 2 
asking if they would like further copies - 


age 


a 
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the libraries in America are placing the "3,5" 1n their libraries ani wiether 
anypody 1s reading 1t? ‘You might enquirs of tae librarians how mich the 8." ie 
sod # sou would be luck to get a rep.y from 10 or 20 people, It in a sheer was to 
f money am effort, Re front page of the "8,5", I agres that you cant Judes oe 
smisace by ite ekin, but what ab out having good oontent ant a food cover? 
RradLey, Harimeoy, If you have @ poor giality journal aml distribute it” you 
damage yourself, If you distribute 1% qidely you do ywwureelf mre (anaAee, ond with 
efficient advertising even more damage, We met maintain a good standard of 
tality am presentation, but we will not get a high standarl of distribution 
ritcout commercial help, Baxyltroy: I would like to correct s serious mis- 
tatenent about the actual clroulation - thet large mmbers of unsold copies are 
at H,C, We have had 4,500 copies in winter ani 5,000 in summer ani sane of theese 
issues have been sold cut, In fact, we do sell most of the copies which aro 
printed, Ro libraries, several huniied copies are given aay wery month, It is 
a publicity venture am you should see it like this, Looking at the clroulation of 
Loft Wing papers, they are below ours, I only know of two Left Wing papers with 
iarger circulation than ours ~ all the others are about the 2,000 mark, 
Oommercially, you lose eontrol over the distribution, Having advertisements, 
as some journals do, wuld solve our problems but there are strong reasons aginst 
this, Re colsur, cartoons etc, ’de-they add te the clroulation? ‘This 1s almost 
irrelevant, let us not stifle menbers, We am quite keen to have eartoors otc, 
ve are quite keen to have them but we do not get them, Regardixg quality, asa with 
circulation, I think the 8,S" is not at all bad, We get mmy axpressions of 
praises for the "S,S", but remanber, wo are stuck with the articles w get, The 
Delerats Meeting was erthusiastic about a special issue on the Amniversary of the 
Party - we are going to have one but without the help of members who wore so keen 
to have it, Re eosntent, I think for a certain period the "3,5" did lose the 
confidence of the Party, It is essential that manbers should believo init, fe 
covers, the Committee is not stuck on covers, We want it to look attractive but 
it mearm extra cort, 

There is a remark in the report of the Publictty Committee which made my 
eyebrows shoot up - "Throughout the year ve have been in elose touch wth the 
S.S.P.0." This is not se but we hope we shall see them, Thomas, 3,5,P,0; 
Comrade D'Arcy hae explained why the report did not ma ke more explicit recommon- 
dations, but it is a pity that delegates have not been more forthcoming, The 
S.S.P.C. is not responsible for writing the "S,S", At the moment two manbers only 
are regular contributors, What does the Party w an of the "8,5"? This question 
is never resolved, Some want it topical, others warm it more theoretical, 
Theoretieal artieLes are rarely frthcoming, Regarding the ‘notice-board'’ aspect 
of the "S,S", about Party activities, Companion Parties etc, you do not give us a 
hari ani fast line to follow, There is no evidence of the supposed low quality 
of the "S,.S", I think the Investigation Oomulttee started with this premise 
which is reflected in the Report, Re covers, what do you w ant? I preferred the 
"SS" when it had a mixture of two aml three column layout but to keep wsts down 
we dexyideé to have two-column layout all thmugh, 


The Resolution from Edinburgh to raise the price of the "S.5" to 10p was 
LOST 7-30, Swansea's Ameniment was [OST 38 - 30, ani Iewisham's Anen'ment was 
LOS? 8 = 79. 


. . 


. haw agey's resolution to re-adopt 11¥ely desi gne on the front cover was 


Westminster's Ameniment “on suitable occasions ani with colour where desirable” 

was lost 11-20 

Camden's Aéddedtuma “On appropriate eccasions” was Lost 14-2), 
There was little discussion on these Resolutions, Edinburgh stating that the 


"5,5" is unattractive - 10ak at the magazines today, all jostling for position, The 
Party is living in the past with just writing on the cover, 


8. J 


Mipburch; “funt this Confereme is of the opinion tnere 1s not enough Party 
— literature on Trade Unions ani that more atteution should be paid 
4n the "S,S*° to this Lack” 


- 


Pilnburgh; thought that Trade Uninonism has not been treated well dy the Party, 
mmol re is 2 lack of adequate Party literature on the subject, May; We have had 
an leaflet “The Right to Strike, which was a good one, am thewe are suff.cient 
articles in the "S,5" on the subject, Cox; It occurs to me that this item has 
arisen not only because thers has been a maelstrom in T,U, ciroles between 
orthedox Trade Unions and the 'Revalutionary Left' but because there is a fooling 
tiat perhaps the Party has rot yet sorted cut ite attitude towards Trade Uniontsn, 
there is no doubt that other manbers as well as myself ovox the years have 
cathered that many newer members in the Party are unhappy about the Party’s 
traditionalmnpouwi.tion on Trade Unionism, I en unhappy when I hear one mamber 
having to iasist on the necessity of workers to organise in Trade Untons,ani 
put the proposition that this activity, whilst obviously will never lead to 
socialism, nevertheless does show an interest in the political situation ami is a 
cecessary part of the working dass struggle, Another speaker dismisses this in a 
few words to the effect that you can hardly call Trade Union activity amy part of 
the working class straggle in the sense of political struggle, ami therefors is 
irrel LVENN o_ It is high time that we stated our position clearly ani not have it 
~~ oe we have a divided viewpoint on Trade Unionisy ani the attitude of the 

y to abe 

Paldwin Tiis is an important topic, Cox seem to think there is a lack of 
clarity about the Party's case on Trade Unions, It is a pity that some members 
when joining the Party did not take the trouble to find out what the Party's case 
on Trade Unions is, Every time the workers sneeze or have a prolonged coffes break 
ami protest they think the revolution is just rouml the eormr, Strikes are 
essentially a defersive rearguard kind of action, They may win the day over some 
impmvement in wages ami comiitions, They are essentially a weapon ia the hanis of 
the wring class, am the Party recognises this, But how mich out of date are 
prosent Trade Unions? Over 100 years, They have failed fundamentally beeause of 
a lack of class consciousmss ami the need to proclaim the atlition of the wags 
system, Over the lest century we have had the sam rouni of strikes, fighting the 
sams battles, running fast to stand still, It doesn't seem to have heightened the 
Class econscioushbess of the working dlass at all, We are supposed to re-cast the 
Party's attitude to Trade Unions in fvour of sanething new, and that the Party 
should rally to the side of the Trade Unions ani suppert all kinds of agitation ~ 
instead of trying to male socialists out of Trade Unionists, rte ees on Toede., 
Unions noed to be more intensely critical of their middle-headed — uct in their 
Sensrelrinmersion in the day to day activities of the working clas + he function 
of the "S,S" is not to join the back-slapping frebeunt ¢ iy by putting th 
the beck but to put a more eritical attitude in > Marx sr 
struggle, er 


. It is not true tosey thet the - 
Ihe Party has a case, It is the ons which y 
in a statement drawn up eni eniorsed by | 
‘t it will have to unio what it has already 
would rive support to Trade Unions when th 
aleer recognition of the workers’ position 7 
resulting therefrom”, We eay to the Trad 
extent that they recognise the clas se r be 3 
Trade Unjon disputes are often over | or 
most valuable thing is to have a ‘suber in t 
could say what the onflict was about ard 
first — 


If you were writing about T 

Oeacen of today resemhle anything 1 tk 
you say a bout the Trade Uniow that 
more interested in the Stock Excl 4 
better for the Party to stick to. ts en 
do not need more literature at the mom 


- ~ 


"That this Co 
letter’ columm in the * 
their etanantotnind on ar’ m. 


p 


9. 


ndment, Jowlshan:, “Deleto the words ‘an ‘Open Letter’ am replace with ‘a 
‘your Letters’ *, And delete all after the S,S" on line two", 


{az oo 20 Y3 Basically we mean something different from the present arrangement by 
riich carofilly selected letters are dealt with, We want & ‘Jettors oolumn' where 
r cal ers ani non-members can write to each other, The S,S,P,C, could still put in 
a reply themselves if bic wished, It would encourag menbors who are nt 
confident encugh to write long articles to mise issues on vhidh thoy are mt able 
to write articles, Judd, Lewisian; This could mean that anyone with a bee in 
hi? bonnet eculd sir his views, which wovld lead to acrimony among members, ani 
‘ne SoS.P.C, would not have any proper control, We wart letters in the "5,5" 
mme from oppenents, ani the Party's position ezplained in a prope> manner, 

73% py "S.S" is not the right vehicle for arguifiz aspects of the Party's 
policy, fay, Vertminster, opposed both the resolution ari the amsmzent, 

ih, PC: It isthe policy of tie S.S,P,0, to print letters whic we 


| S_ 3,5 
consider suiteablis, ‘The idea that an ‘open letter’ column would encourage young 
ritors to write for the "S,S" is fallacious, Tho Party is divided on sane issu»: 

This resalutiou 


i.e. Trade Unions, but the S,S" must roflect the Paxty's case, 
ould allow members to slang one amther inthe "S,S” ami the "S,S”" would lose “ts 
lief function of pronagating scialism, 

Paldwin; Since we now have the unsavoury povltion where people claiming to 
be membors of the Party send out their own literature on Women's Lib, Strikes, 
Squatting etc,, do we now have to lumaly sit baok while they tal» over the "S,5" 
as well? There would be no agreod Party case, but dissidents putting the Party 
right’ Tus "S.S" would becomes the vehicle for those who w ant to attack tho 
Party, As a propaganiist Organisation our resources ave fow ani weak enough 
without allowing this small voice to te just a sounding board for those who wam 
to use it to attack the Party, If you read some of the stuff circulating in the 
mame of 'eoutroversy’ it would appear to be ami-socialist ani anti-S,?P,G,B, 
ogmiine enquirers ani opponents have always been welcome ami emouragus to write 
their critiedams and ideas in the "S,S" ~ it 1s an important part of cur propagern‘s 
to reply to such opposition, but it is obvious that there could soon be no S,P,G,B, 
if its only publication for the propagation of its case were taken over by a 


J. & 


minority who have not the courage to leave the Party but remain in ani erode it, 


ami am in opposition to it, 
-9: Remember we are not talking about a ‘letters’ column but about 


an 'ypen letters’ column, If this idea was adopted you would tale away from your 
Editorial Ooumittee the right to edit, The whole idea is dangerous from the Party 
point of view, 

Ballard; Haringey; Who determines the onutents of the "5,5"? We are 
talking about ean ‘@pen Lettors’ column, a anall section of it, It would give the 
S,S.P,0, some idea of the sort of issues which non-members anil nembers themselves 
are particularly interested in am vant covered in more detail, There is no 
question of the jourml or the column being talen out of the hands of the S,S,P.0, 
and the letters would also be umer thelr control, We are agreed on oasic 
primiples but there is room for disagreement on many étails, ani we do no good by 
suggesting that we all have the same ideas as to what is going, We should not be 
creating the impression that the Party case has an existence of its own independent 
of the menbership, There are differemes, better aired in the "S.S" than on ths 
E.C, We could all contribute to a letters column ami disagree if we wish, Whether 
{t+ would be a success or not would depeni on the members as a whole, 


dmeniment LOST 7-30, Heaolution LOST 12-26 


Faripgoy:; ‘That this Confereme instructs the E,0, to re-adopt the policy of 
having lively designs on the front cover of the "S,5S", 


Addvpiun, Westminster;  "Add.....'on guitable occasions ani in colour where 
desirable'", 


Addenda, Camionm "Add at the oni the words ‘on appropriate occasions'", 


Ballard; thought that the designs by Comrade Selwyn which he did for the "S,S" a 


tov years ago were especially good, [Lewisham supported Westminster - "on 
suitable occasions", Judd, Ilewisham said he was mot interested personally in 


colours, pictures or eartoons « you can finl them in newspapers, Socialist ideas 


cannot be put across with colour and designs, Ideas are what mettor, Westminster; 


Pistures can sometimes speak louder than words, 


a 


”~ oF 


Barltrop: An attractive front is an asset but they are aids only and they are mw 


substitote for Feading, If all these three resolutions were carricd nothing would a 
have changed, It is cur policy to have lively designs on suitatie Occasions, ani 
colour aiso, Colour is a matter of cost, which is alveys the Committee's problen 
Nons of the enthusiasts for colour has said who would do these attractivs desi ens, 
Glaesgzow thought that a good mver sells the "S,S" but Mid Herts; thougut it is : 
the person who sells the "S,5" - it is mt always the cover wiich decides what 
people buy. Peovls’s wants are different, It pays to have a different cover 
design from month to month, 
Cenden Addendum: Lost 14 - 21 Westminster Addenium Lost 11-20, 
Pesclution  Osxried 20-10. 


Westminster: “thet this Conference instructs the E.C. to urmently investigate 
the poss fhility of publishing future pamphlets as articles in the "5,5" 
over a period Of, say six months, with a suitatle foreword, Extra copiss 
of these articles to be printed (separately anil in addition to the 
normal "G6.S" printing run), collated and provided with m attractive 

cover for sale as pamphicts™, 


Ameomime nt, 
Haringey; "Delete all after printed” 
May: § Car last pamphlet was The Socialist Party ami “ar, nearly three years ago, 


ard the ost was then in the region of £800, We still have some left. Today 
the same pamphisct would cost at least £50 more, Most of our pamphicts have been 
e bout the same size, Bramhes are asking for pamphlets to be published when we 
know our finamial resources do not runto it, There is 4 pamphlet on Ireland 
which the E.C, will ev ehtually make a decision on, If the E,C, decide to pubitsh 
it Westminster would like to see it serialised in the columns °f the "S.S", 4: 
the end of 6 months you wovld have your written material for a pamphlet for sale 
for eat least one-third of the mst, Swansea: (free hand). supported Westminster 
but opposed the anendment, Hardy; re the Irish pamphlet, if yu run it 
through the ‘*S,S" you mst remember that four chapters have already been run 
through the "S.S" and it would have to be done again, Barl : ‘This sne 


SF hte ' 
will only be satisfactory with shorter pamphiets, For 6 months five ps 
the "S,S" would be devoted to one pamphiet, Would meanbers 96 har 3 
We have foumi that members are not very happy with drawn out sex 


ey Ams 


SMENDIMENI'S to RULE: T 


Rule 1. y ae 
(Cane n) "Membership Carcs to be issued every 
Bale BS. aa al ‘ a ie 
Swansea ‘Menbers to pay 10p instead of 25p per n 
, «aaa 
Rules 2. | — 
Swarsea. "embers over 65 under no ob gat On 
Rale 2 ie A 
Bainbured "To increase qes to 50p instead of 25 
towards a Head Office fst ee : 
Pole 3S. oP ade 
Haringey “Ihe word ‘Bramh' to be changed. to 
Rule 3, *: - aia 
Haringey "Delete the whole of the + 2) 


a 


| "A member taking up. 
The amendments to Miles 9 ani 12 wer . 


- - > 
° a 


ll, 


13 To read - "Any member of the E.C,. absexut froth the 
ee ae Eo, 4 
eae S RS of 6 meetings in any one quarter shall lapse from the a cine 


tue absence is due to Party work ani of a duretion ae 
approved by resolution of the 2,0", inte 


Carried 21 ~ 17 
Rule 13 
Camde n "That the E.C, meet fortnightly" lost 6 - 32 
Rule 19 
Mic Herts, “giving the Gen,Sec, Treasurer ani 0,0, the right to be 
6x-efficio E,o, members”, Lost 6 - 25 
Rule 2) 
Haringey " On line two, after the words 'E,C', delete the words ', 
(comma) such report to’ ani replace with the words ‘am 
items submitted by Bramhes, The E,C's Report shall'..." 
Carrivé 21-14 
Rule 31 


Mid,Herts, (a) “Delete the first part of the firstseutence up t ami including 
the wrd 'Bramh! ou line 2 and replace with ‘All eharges made 
against any Party member shall first oe submitted in writing, 
by the manber or members making the charge, to the Secretary 
of the charged mmber's Bramh for that Branch to consider’, 
(Then to folluw with the existing words '.,ami a copy supplied.. ‘eto™ 


Role 31 (bo) "On line 7, between the wrds ‘Committee’ ami ‘An’, insert the 
Mid. Fert s, woras ‘Tne 0.B,Seeretary shall refer all charges made against C,B. 
members to the E,O, for its consideration, '* 


(a) Ameniment Lost 15 — 22 (b) Amendmont Lost 15 = 20 


There was little @iscussion on the above, the main discussion on Amendments to 
Rule related to 


Rule 15, 
Glas cow "On line 7 delete the words ‘er deposit’, 


@Lasgow Branch had previously expressed their views in a statement to Branches, 
Judd opposing, disagreed that there was a moral principle at stake, We am 
members of the capitalist system and it is impossible for my organisation or 
individual to dissociate himself from the capitalist world in which we live ~- even 
to aecept money from legacies, as we do, is hypocritical, Barltrop, supporting 
Glasgow: Two things are being mixed up here, Wo primiple is involved but there 
is a practical one. Imterest we could receive from the Investment of £15,000 
could mean that the "S,S”" would be published from an invesitzent source, The 
matter is entirely a practical one, Mid,Herts,opposings ‘ou are likely to earn 
on our recent legacy about £700, which would pay for the issue of three "S,S", 
Anything which helps us on the road to socialism 18 correct, You do not object 
to a striker going on strike to increase his wages, We have Party members who 
own Slum houses and yet have contributed more than others to the Party, They 
support us out of their surplus value, We have some money at the moment but it wi 
not last very long, There is nm need for investment accounts, The whole purpose 
of Party funis is to keep them a s liquid as possible, am as rgaris a current 
account, Banks offer momy to armament mamfacturers, There is no moral principle 
at stake, q 
May, Vestminster: @ur Bramh is not unanimous, There is a lot of rubbish talked 
about this subject, If Comrade Judd thinks that the £55,000 from Comrade Bailey's 
estate has anything t do with the exploitation of the wrking dass, think again, 
The late Comrade Boucher did not exploit the wrking class, At the mmmt you give 
your monsy to the Bank but you do not know vhet they do wth it ami you say you 
are not interested, You only get 10%, If you invested the £15,000 in any looal 
Authority Bond for 6 or 12 months at least ysu would know that the Local Authority 
Yo th ee ee things as rad-sweeping etc, and they will give you 

x monthly issues of the "S,S"), on six months call, 


: LB 
12, oY &e 
Swansea, opposed, It has been suggested that you are'compelled by capitalism’ - £2 
This is not so, We do not have to put money ina deposit account, We ourselves “7 
shomld be the deciding factor, Hardy: Whatever the merits or otherwise of 
having a deposit account, Comrade “Kright was saylng tHat because we put money to 
a good use it dees not matter where it comes from, The question is a practical 
one. Ga the platform, if you let it be known where your money comes frem you are 
el ving your speakers a difficult job todefemi themselves, Lawrence, Camem 
Ve are all. involved in capitalism am there are things we cant do anything about, 
but we, as members of the S,P,.G,B, & not have to make money by having a deposit 
account, That is different, Do mt give your opponénts on the political scenes 
something to thrash you with, G.ascow; We agree wth Camien - it is a question 
for tie Party. We should not be discussing where best to place our investments, 
We are compromising wita the capitalist system and we are opposed cn prinsiple, 
Resclution Lost 15 = 22 


Edinburgh "Ibat this Conference instructs the E.U,. to pmduce a pamphatt 
on Trade Unions if finds az available for the production of pamphlots” 


Haringey | 
Adds ndum; "NACA ‘and all forms of the industrial struggle'", 


Dalgleish; # There are only a few pages on this in the "S,S" am a few leaflets, 
which Go mot cover our case adequately, i.e. they & not cover ‘workers’ control’, 
A pemphlet eould disposes of some of the present confusion, 

Haringey's Amendment was iO0OST 15 —- 23, Edinburgh Resolution GAiwi=D #4 ~ 14 


Westrinster; "That in view of the present limited fimancial resourees of the 
Party the E,C, be instructed to give priority to the production of the 
following re-written pamphlets - "The Case for Socialism’ am ‘'Principles 

am Policy’. 


Amendment "On line 3, insert the wrd ‘teompletely’ in front of the word 
Haringey: re—written' ani deiste ‘The Case for Socialism" 


There was little discussion on the above, Edinburgh wished priority to be given 
to the Trade Unton pamphist. 
Haringey amendment LOST 11 - 24, Westmiuster Resalution Carried 19-17. 


Swansea “Ihis Confersnce instructs the 7.5, to adopt the follewing proeedur 
the productic.. of pamphlets - 1, 1; veriphlets shall be prod: - i ex 
instruction of the Party. 2, The EC, o1 ahead the p. 


Pamphiets Cétce, shall appoint @ small ac hoo a pee. 
than 4 momber= + who shall ansider ti< ee ire , 
necessary ani 2c;77t to the wiolt at tuo E.G, on At: se te 


publicaticn"”, 


Amend, Wes tninst a: "In part 1 delete the word 
word ‘published’, 


j “4 


66 


Amend, Iewi shams "Delete all the 706 Ca 
and replace wth the words "that afd 
except by instruction ef the iinet 

. 
Swa mes; This is anattempt t seed up aa mak oe 
We are appalled at the length of time it has taken to a 
No pemphlet should be produced unless the Party has m 
May, Westminster is concerned with publicat 
if the Swansea resdlution was passed, would be un 
committee ani net the E.C. With the Irish amph 
copy only. Copies should be made for all pen: 
We suggest that when a mw pamphiect is pro 
If Conference has asied for it and it is: z 
be able to take home his copy, read it a . sal 
given to the Peuphlets Committee fr conside 


oie 


a 


i3, 


Lewisham — su ported Westminster's propesition, er; 8 sted that t 
~Toab an wey the Irish pamphlet has halen 80 long to ons tty because aed 
are egainst Comrade Buick, Hardy; Our present method is always successful 
ani 1t can be done quite quickly, What happened with the Irish pamphlet was 
that tho Pamphlets Committee were not agreed to start with, We told the EC, 
we did not wish t5 go on with it unless we could gét general agreement or unless 
this was the sert of pamphlet they wanted, Did they want us to go on with it? 
it 1s always very difficult to work with only one copy, Gen, Secretary: 
Thether you provide the E,C, or the Committee with copies it will alvays take 
time to get a pamphlet out, The job met be dom thoroughly without rushing it, 
The Delegate Meeting said ‘syeed up consideration', ‘the B,C, turned it down 
as it was anf it went back for modification, am they still dic not agree, 
Most mambers of the F,C, were cominced it was not a pamphlot they sould bother — 
with ani were mt prepared to spend money on it, And the EC, dia go out of 
1ts way to have special meetings merely to vet it. 


Lewisham Aue niment LOST $432, 
Westminster “ LOST 12=21 


Swaysea Resclution LOST 33-27 __ 


Floor Resolution 
Vestminster; “iajs Conference recanmenis the EC, not to go ahead with the 
publication of the pamohlst on Ireland in view of the Conferome 

é’ decision on panphlots” 


May, This pamphlet has beon before the E,C, for 18 months am five Bramhes 
have already asked the EC. mt to pvblish it, 


i A te tN OE Ne 


Rdirburvh: The Irish situation is still a serious one ani socialist views on it 
should be put across, Barltrop: If this pemphlet were published who would 
distribute it? Ireland is out, The S,P, of Irelami has difficulty kweping alivo, 
D'Arcy; I was a meanber of the Pamphlets Committee who dealt with the paizphlet 
when it came before the E.C, There was divagrsement on its contents, I+ was 
gonsidered too histerical and did not make a socialist analysis of the history of 
T¥elani, It repeated the things you can read in other magazines, and it did not 
deal vith the present situation in Ireland, Since the pamphlet was written there 
bas been the abolition of the Stezmont Goverment, and there are are other factors 
which make the pamphlet out of date, If you go ahead ami publish it will need a 
lot ef amendment am some of it will have to be re-written, _ 
Bradley,Haringey; referred to E,C, Resolution (70th E,C) "That the pamphlet as 
revised be approved fr publication" (Cd.7-3. Cen,Seoretary pointed out that 
this did not neeassarily imply publication but approval to go ahead with — 
quotations for printing cests ete, Since then five Bramhes have stated they do 
not wish to go ahead with it, aml imidentally, four members of the present ECs 
have not yet read it, Cox; I was originally in favour of publication but on 
second thoughts I think it would make an excellent history book but would not be 
a good pamphlet for the Party to publish, GQasgow were opposed to publication, 


Westminster Resolution OARRIED 20 - 6 


Westminster: "The necessity for appointing a Party Press Officer, or Comnittes 
in order to make prompt challenges to erroneous referemes to either = ~~ 
sucialism or the Party: to make our sase known wherever possible: to make ~ 
challenging responses to assertions in the media”, 

. eee 

May; We have been handicapped in the past during elections by not ae es a Press 
Officer at HO, who could reply to enquiries from the Press enl from the Broad= 
casting authorities who wished to know what the position was - were we putting © 
forward a camiidate? We need someone who sould reply quickly to statements 

the Press giving orroweous definitions of socialism ani mis-statements aS 
Socialist Party, Swansea _were in favour, W not in favour - coche 
prefer letters from individual menbers, Lewisham (free hani) - in favour, 
alac favoured letters from individual members not writing as members of the Pe 
This would be the best as % get a letter published, A similar viewwas 


expressed by so Redbridge, pointed out the necessity ft ol 
defining clearly oe S oat the function o Press Officer, He was tf wie a 


14, 


to be overloaded with letters from Branches requesting him to deal with lteme 

in the Press - ani Brarmhes should not dDeGscourage’ from doing some of this work 
themselves. Comrade May agreed that the Press Officer's work should be clearly 
defined, He should be able to write letters to Kitiors officially on bellf of the 


Party. Resolution CARRIED 16 — nil 
Floor Hes: 


Westminster; "This Confereme recommends the E,C, to consider the appointment of 
a Party Press Officer or Committees in order to make prompt challe nes to 
erromsous references to either socialism cr the Party: to make our case 
known wherever possible: to make challenging responses to essortions in 


the media”, Osrried 16 — nil 
Haringey: “Ihe need for Branchss to add tc their Bramh Agendas the item 


"local Newspaper Publicity" 
Hasingey were firmly of the view that regular scrutiny of their looal papers 
would prove very useful for publicity, if Branehes ensured that several letters 
were sent each week in response to published items, 
There was little discussion on this, Westuinster were in 
favour - Mid.Herts, against, 


Westminster: “Ihe need for the Propaganda Cttee, to #08 up the necessary ' 
organisation to collate useful information, quotations etc, for ciroulatios 
to Branches, Party speakers ant writers”, 


May; wished the Party to re-instate Speakers Notes which had been mre in the 
past — the Propaganda Committee would be the best people to get this going. 

Bal. dwi n; This has been tried twice before ani provided a useful adjunct to 
speakers' knowledge, but they should stiek to one subject and not range over toc 
wide a field, 


We stmiuster: “Is the appointment of a full time paid Head Office Assistant 
necessary?" 


Sesret read the resolution in E,C, Report of the 15th Meeting from Camden 
Branch ~- "That the Brarch recommends that the money received in respect ofa full-— 
time H.0O,Asst. should be returned to those members donating it for this specific 
purpese, in view of the fact that the Party does not wish to proceed with this — 
appointment” - = stated that the matter will be considered by the - 7 
weeks time, It seemed to be the general opinion amor cst 
delegates who excite on this matter that a full time H,0, . st. was xu 
necessary, although two delegates thought that with a full th 
work could be done at H,0, for the Party in the way of w ri at 
he could take car of the Literature Room whic is in @ depl 
moment, S2  a 

Glasgow md Swansea Bramhes deplored what tt 
attitude of manbers in cmtributing so amall an m. 
full time assistant, only 20 manbers contributing 
Lewisham who pointed out that at the Delegate Mee! 
obviously were not in favour of a full time as st eta 
contribute anyway, Jemvade Young poizeadiout +t b 
brivg up and other cormitments, am that volunta: Wr 


me 
- 


Con, Secretary here drew attention to the need as 
Organiser and a Cempanton Party's Publications S 
weceived no nominations, of + 
Commpade Vanni pointed out the ai soxeyiaslly %. a : 
E.C's Report compared with those shown ple 

suggested that ballot papers should be sent t 
to individuals, The Gen,Sec, said he ; 


The EC's Heport to Conference was tt 


emt d DEY Or} 


vax; This shortage has now reached the stage where the actual work of the 
propacanda Committee is extremely hampered, Outdoor meetings in London hae 

ieclined aml some mst be done if we are to carry on with outdoor meetings, 
laringey Branch has run about 12 meetings recently but only two of the speslers 

vore Qualified, Others were Party members, anil this is against the general” 
practice of the Party, A Speakers’ Class will shortly canmence ani young menbers 
vho want to speak should get along, 


Outdoor mesaking is by no means dead, ani 
we are constantly getting requests from other organisations fr a speaker, 
Baldwin; ‘There ars outdoor speaking stations which wehhugcadlawwddtoolagpec ani 
there are stations which could be opened up ani used, What is lacking is 
enthusiasm, Vallanee; 


I object to the Speakers Test which introduces grades of 
menders into the Party - members arm socially equal, It should not be obligatory 
to have to pass the Speakers Test, Where does this ruling cane from? Young. 
peiuted out Rule 18 which allowed an unqualified speaker to speak if a qualified 
speaker was present to ensure that the Party's case is always put, Gen, Secretary 
pointed out that the E.C, has recently discussed this matter ani that he has 
prepared a report for their consideration, He drew attention to a Confercme 
ruling - "That the E,C, be recommended to draw up a list of questions for all 
speakers before they are allowed to speak on behalf of the Party”, Hardy: 
Regarding the Speakers Test, Edinburgh should not be afraid of this test. 


I have 
been on the panel for many examinations and we considered that the test is helpful 
and gives members confidence, 


We go over a mmber of aspects of the Party's case 
ani find out if the applicant is familiar with the sort of questions he may get. 
The test is designed as a supplaent to education, 


GWanseas “The Future of the Party's Electoral Activity” 
Ambridge; not 


Waat we would like is/to alter our usual procedure regarding Electoral action 
but to see if we can improve the way we go about it, ‘What is the purpose of 
contesting? - To intensify our propaganda efforts, In 1945, due to the circum 
stances of the time, there was exthusiasm, am we got value in propa ganda ani 
publicity, Since then the enthusiasm has to some excent died down, Can we 
improve our methods? Could we not combine the putting forward of candidates with 
the method adopted at the last Election? 
May: At the last Election we produced 25,000 copies of an Election Manifesto 
vhich cost £150, 


The majority were distributed in London but thousands went to 
Swansea, Glasgow and Edinburgh, ami to some 0,B, members, 


Adverts, in the Guardian, . 
New Statesman by H,O, cost - N.S, £160, Guardian appro, £330, (The Guardian | 
4nserted an imorrect advert, in the Lonion issue but we are getting another free ) 
dnsertion shortly), In addition, Westminster inserted a statement in Ham & High 
andi the W.L. Express costing £83 ani the expenses were borge by Westminster, 
S.V London also put an advert, in the Sth London Press costing £50, the bill for 
which went to H,O, Total cost to H,O, approx, 2700 ani to Westminster, £83, . 

We have had replies from about 125 people in all, all ef whom had to ‘Sand 
moneyg 30 people took out subscriptions for 6 months ami we sald various pamphlets — 
Total literature sold approx, £85/90, What Bramhes did was over ami above this, 
Westminster distributed sane 8,000 leaflets in the Hampstead area, had a lit,sales 
drive in the Market Plece etc, ami sold 350 copies ef the "S,S", They also had a 
very god outdoor meeting in Hempstead, We should now be in a position t have 
candijates as well, remembering it will onst us £150, We mst see that we are mt 
osught out like last time, 


Floor Res, 

Lewi shams “That this Conference recommends to the E.C, that the Party shall put 
forward at least one eandidate at every General Election". 
nna ener eerste, sgn min " 

Rose, lowicham urged that we should always have a panel of candidates ready to 

toke part oni Branches should now be preparing themselves, Cotiis; supported, The 

area should be selected now, Westmi We were caught last time by a snap 
election and although we got good results our position was a negative ons, Any 
campaign in the future should be with a candidate, Wiondon; We have alvays 
oppesed electoral ation at the present time because the majority of the wrking 
class are not receptive to our ideas, 

working class take note of our ease, 


eur views ani distribute it as widely 


A tot of development is needed fore the 


The best thing is to put out a statement of 
as possible, 
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May; It is cicar that we are cammitted to contest am “estminster would like to . 
contest Hampstead. eee enould decide now and let the Parliamantary OCttvee, 

have their views as to what we cando fer about £700 that might have greater 

impact, You will need 25, 000 deaflats, £150, 25,000 envelopes, £50, Candidate 


Fl50 = £350, Should we spend £200 on @ Manifesto or £350 on a Guardian adver? 
The choice is ours, Baldwin; The so-called 'Revolutiomary Party’ which arose 
rocenily pipped us at the post with 15 canmiriates, In 1945 we could muster two - 
today ve have none, Unless our day w& day activities culminate in contesting 
élections we kava, for all. practical purpeses, ceased to be a Political Party, 

I would like to see fwr candidates put forward, am I deny that workers are not 


receptive to our case = they axe more so, Svanpesa; warted our efforts spread as 
widely as possible so that comrades outside London can help, 


Resolution VUARRIED 20 - 2 


Westminster; re Women's Iib, The Branch’s resolution was eompletely re-worded 
by the Camien Ameniment which was - "That this Conference holds that 
membership of Women's Liberation Organisations is imamatible with 
membership of the Party", 

(Tis was discussed in conjunction with Haringey's Ameidment and Hari ngey’s 

Item - “Ideas of cox roles as an obstacle to socialist consciousness "j. 

T. D'Arcy; Vastminst er carried out their own investigation into Women's Lib, 

Organisations and we went through a omsiderable gount of literature, We found 

that the basic theme seems to takes up a reformist line, in vavour of fre abortion, 

free cortraceptives, or a definite political line in fa,our of equal pay for 
women, Thexe arm a number of small groups vhose object is diffimlt to define. 

Tne Branch is in agreement with the majority report of the Investigating Conuitteec. 

Bailard,Haringey: A camnittee was set up to investigate whether Women's Lib, 

rzgani sations were political or not ami we hai a majority am a mimrity report, 

We would like to complain about the fact that the £0, did not circulate this 
important information prior to the decision being talen that membership was 
incompatible, Haringey is largely in general agreement with the views expressed in 
the minority report, We think tuat there is clearly a reformist campaign group 
basically an extension of existing political parties or organisations —- Lett Wing - 
sil clearly incompatible, but there is a consciousness-—raising group or discussion 
group whose main purpose is to discuss the role of women in society and their 
problems, Im these casus we consider membership is not incompatible but RSet 
definitely beneficial, I% should be remembered that those in the Ree. 
not have ‘tmaembership’ in the seme of a political party or Trade l 


y a  . 


view that the Party has not given snough attention to Bree, we E 5 5 
deal vith it as a specific issue in relation to ourge cHlOb je. 
with it on a theoretical level and produce material. Aubridgs 


about our general objective, We do mt have 4 ge 
objective, it is the ¢tject of the Party, Tha 
will include the emamipation of all, ‘the. 
; ae the lot, The wiring Geass shoud : 
Bar.erons Ballard compleins we have no =e 
‘surprises me is that we have a mmber of f : 
interested in this to whom we should bs able x 
lsst two years the only article we have had ¢ 
If the implication is that there is some kind o3 
this is not true, We should’ be glad to have arti: 
Comrade Stefan'e Minority Report oe Pfeemipnere 
our members today, Ballard says ‘'we s wih 
What does he want us to say? Vhat we coal e hear 4 
and do ami this is waxing, 

Zacconi; Some of these movements are. 
wemen, am it is true that men are excluded : 
JpaDtArcy (B,C); The E,C, passed their ut 
they already had considerable infomuat on on t 
seconded this resolution was afi 
reports say membership is i mompatible, 
that members can write to other x 
értheles to us, I would point th % 
organisations the less activity they 
hope that any organisation that is a 
discuss these kind of issues, 1} 

the matter or disgmiss it as hat 
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want some sort of agreement on what kini of views we should put forward on this 
subject, re the xmzle of women in society and their relation to the S.P,G,5, How 
many women are there in this Party? ‘They are significantly absent. hy? It is 
cecause eur organisation has failed to cover this subject adequately, It ia a 


specific issue which is not catered for by the D, e2 P, 


The EC's Resolution, endorsed by Camien in their Amendment on ths Agenda, : , 
that membership of Yomen's Lib, is ‘imompatible’ was CARRIED 3]. - 4 


Westmi nst er; "That this Ccnference endorses the Camien Bramh Statement on 
‘Iincustrial ami Political Action' dated 25th September, 1973", 


VWa,ters, Westminster; The difficulty the Party has in making ccmments about Trade 
Unions arises out of the nature of the dless struggle in that workers, vhether 
socialist or not, are faced with the problem of salling their labour power at the 
highest possible price, ani workers becane manbers of Trade Unions irrespective of 
their political views, We have been accused of being ammchair philosophers, of 
being divorced from the class struggle, but the reason for this is that when the 
Party has to aalyse a particular situation arising out of the Trade Union 
struggle, more often than not there is nothing *o recommend it that the Party can 
support, What most of the Trade Unions do we have to eiticise, Our position is 
that we support all those activities of Trade Unions which a re in the interests 
of the wrking class = a whole, Alot of Trade Union activity is rwformist am 
the more you take part in mformist activities the less likely axe you to be 
active in the socialist movement, Members of the Communist Party who are active 
in Trade Unions are furthering their own political ends, It is wrong to my that | 
the Party is divorced from the Trade Unions - you should 4 fferentiate between vhat 
4s applicable to a Trade Unionist aml what is applicable to amanber of the S,P.Gi) 
Ballard; "nvingey Bramh is not in favour of this Resolution being passed at the 
present time, Whilst we agree with a lot of the statement we still maintain that 
the distinction made between political ani industrial action is erroueous when 80 
many aspects of inljustrial activity have political implications, The statement 
classes a8 political what is really industrial, We have tried to draw up a 
definitive statement but it needs more investigation am we want the investigation 
to contime,. Ar6 Trade Unions arti-working class? They are of course closely 
related to reformist activity, What we should look to is the actual situation in 
which the workers are involved in a particular dispute, We were shocked at the 
attitude of EC, members during the miners' struggle in not supporting them just 
because it was only the miners who were involved and not the rest of the working 
class, A large mmber of miners were aware that they were not a special case, 
Baxltrop: Referring to "Where we Stand", This statement signed by members 
of Haringey Bramh quotes "Socialism can only be estatiished by the revolutionary 
transfo mation of society through the conscious action of the wrking class 
domocratieally organised in all areas of political, economic and social activity" 
and “the task of scialists is to encourage by revolutionary propagania ami, 
where appropriate, activ? participation, working 1435 Struggle....sec.socccce se 
Do they mean militant aims, which is what I take it to mear? Or is there same 
other purpose meam? Haringey are not ceming clean about this. Some reforms 
may not support capitalism but they do tak consciousness away from the work for 
socialism, The hopes of those who want the Imiustrial Relations Act repealed 
are vested in the return of a labour Goverment, That remains the issue ani 
Haringey should answer this, ne thing concerning Russia - i+ is alleged that 
Trade Unions there are illegal, They are not, they exist, Tale the Communist 
Party - they have always urged “be militant" but during the war the Communist 
Party was foremst in coniemning strikes, Regarding the miners, the EC, 
criticised their action because it was a question of differentials - like a 
league Table - we ought to be at the top ani get more than other w rkers, : 
Vallance (giving his own point of view) The industrial struggle is mot © 
apart from the polAtical struggle, it is a part of it, hat socialists should te 
doing is participating in the ecommic class struggle with the aim of raising the "A 
level of the dass struggle to where it reaches the highest level - wiere the 
working class ean take over the whole of society, the ownership ani democratic ay 
comtrol ef the meam of production, They should participate in the struggle from 
a socialist view-point, They should be involved in Trade Union struggles 08. ay 
Sea 2 ami this moans taking certain attitudes, Because the Trade Union — 
8 not what we should like it to be is mo reason to run away from 1&' z 


wr hem 
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fmbri dps: The function of a Trade Union io to protect the interests of ita 
manbers . Another function is to get as many members as possible; so that you 
come to the position where the miners are demanding to be af the head Of somes 
imaginary table, ami vou will shortly get the manbers of the A.E,U. approaching 
their employers not on dehalf of the working dass dut on behalf of its members, 
Re the pclitical. : 


side cf Tradé Unions, the majority who are interested in politics 
at ail coliect a political levy which is used for the support of that very vel. 
known "Workers’* Party”, the Labour Party, If you go into a Trade Union as a 
socialist you wiil soon be out on your mck, VW do mt criticise Trade Unions 
because they wart to got move wages for their marbers but because they enter the 
poiitical. field: then we have m option but to oppose then, 

Millor: There is a differeme between industrial struggle and Trade Unioxm 
Our sccialist ccnsciousness comes from the class struggle, Ido not see how we 
can be part-time socialists, Ve mst be socialists at all times When. workers 


are engaged in factory occupation I suggest they are challenging the right of the 
bosses to wntrol their iives This could mean that in a certain situation if 
socialists can sme that a certain kim of wmtivity is liable to lead to a 
socialist consciousness they should participate in it, the role of "rade Unions 
has been thoroughly incorporated into the system — they are bureaucratic ~ th 
ere ami-working class struggles 

They split 
workers are 
CoN" 


In fact, they act as sellers of lasour power. 
They ae m use to the revolutionary moveier, ii 
zoing to work for revolution they mst firm other fomns of : 
smile’ organisation to do this, 

Kr got; Trade Unionists only see their own problems, The only time you can 
make Trade Unions militant is when you have a large mmter of socialists in them, 


Tredie Union action is sectional, Workers ere dividec against each other, We 
should mt get involved in this question of militancy, And forget the leaders - 
the rank am file get the leaders they deserve, 


~n6 working class, 


If 


The Resclution of Westminster, emiorsing the Camden statement on Industria! 
and Political Action was CARRIED 27 - 8 
E04 nbu : "The Med to d&lete the whole of Rule 10", 
Edi nb uregh 3. "The nesed to arpmi Rule 17 so as to limit the E,C's role to that o 
entrally controlli end publishi Onl hat lite ure_initen 
nat tonal Yais Pa bution. And th he od + to Se in Riey 7 the age awe 


"Bra rchss shall rutldsh and es os literature produced a ai stiri buted locally" 


Edirburgh wanted the E,C, to control Party lit. nationally but Branches to able 
to control the lit, produced ani distributed locally, They would no tee this an 
isolation from the rest of the Party, They would ask for E,C, opir at of 
jhe New Pamphlets Cttee, The amended rule would enable: \aaser nch or | ; 
@ecide vhat to distribute if there was no time to cond to I OTL, 
copies to the E.C, It would be more democratic — at the moment 1 
leadership position, It would increase socialist ac tivit: y 4 
things and the E,C,dése mot necessarily halite Fines he ‘ 
T, D'Arcy: (opposed to both), There are 1 | 
tound the Conference which have not been seez by 
should produce literature which is of univer: * 
appligeble to the wrking class as a wale <4 ES 
always tphone, Vanni; You have kn f on wi 
Party should be like —- they are very nonee °) 
The place is plastered with posters, & of 
pity these have been produced before the 
that at the Del.Mtg. we should consider a 
wrk well in practice am certainly way pti 


2 
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4. vete of thanks to the Canteen Cc 
throughout Confereme was carried 


The only Item on the Agenda not : t 
Socialists -— What does this Moa n Today? : a 
which could not be discussed for lack of +1 


e uy 


